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Student Government 
Association President Jorge 
Alanis has resigned, citing 
academics and his upcoming 
graduation.
The resignation was submitted 
Wednesday afternoon and 
announced at Thursday’s SGA 
meeting by Sarai Barrera, the 
vice president of accounting and 
finance.
With Alanis’ resignation, 
Erasmo Castro, vice president 
of administration, succeeded 
to the presidency, according to 
the SGA constitution’s order of 
succession, and was sworn in.
Barrera then became the new 
vice president of administration, 
following the order of succession, 
but she promptly resigned and 
stormed off from the meeting 
after reading a speech.
“The recent changes in SGA 
leadership have made me realize 
that the conflicts that we have 
been experiencing, and how we 
use the power we have been 
given in these positions is a 
test of our character,” Barrera 
said. “I’m stepping down from 
The Texas Southmost College 
District board of trustees has set 
its sights on UTB/TSC receiving 
part of the Permanent University 
Fund.
Board Chairman David 
Oliveira said the board has 
“fired the first shot,” referring to 
UTB/TSC’s annual partnership 
meeting with the University of 
Texas System board of regents, 
when board members first 
announced the request. 
UT-Brownsville and the 
University of Texas-Pan 
American are the only UT 
System components that do not 
receive PUF monies.
The TSC trustees’ request 
sparked concern among regents 
during the meeting Dec. 12. 
Kenneth Shine, the UT System’s 
interim chancellor, said it would 
be going into a “difficult and 
dangerous area.”
Since then, Oliveira has been 
pushing for the request and is 
confident about the outcome of 
the proposal.
“We’d all like for it to happen 
tomorrow,” he said. “We know 
that it’s going to take a while. 
There is a difference in opinion 
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Alanis, Barrera resign; Castro new president
By Julianna Sosa 
Staff Writer
Outfielder Jorge Camorlinga slides safely into home plate in the bottom of the fourth inning after Ryan McDonald singled toward second base in Game 1 of the season opener against 
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B r i e f s
C o r r e c t i o n s
Drumline auditions
Drumline auditions will take 
place at 6 p.m. today and Wednes-
day in the Music Building. For 
more information, call Tom Nev-
ill, director of percussion studies, 
at 882-8274 or send an e-mail to 
tom.nevill@utb.edu.  
Tennis tournament
Registration for the Tennis 
Tournament will start today and 
ends Feb. 11. The tournament will 
take place at 10 a.m. Feb. 14 at the 
Manuel B. Garza tennis courts. 
For more information, visit www.
campusrecreation.utb.edu or call 
982-0172. 
Retirement celebration
Retiring Provost José G. Mar-
tín, will be honored at a celebration 
scheduled from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Education and 
Business Complex courtyard.  For 
more information, call 882-7140.
Student Success workshop
A workshop titled “Test Anxi-
ety/Study Skills” will be pre-
sented by Academic Counselor 
Robert Phaneuf from 1 to 2 
p.m. Wednesday in Cardenas Hall 
North 104. The workshops are 
sponsored by the Student Suc-
cess Center.  For more informa-
tion, call 882-8292.
Patron of the Arts
Pianist Richard Urbis will 
perform at 8 p.m. Saturday in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is 
$7 for adults, $5 for senior citizens 
and children, and $3 for UTB/TSC 
students with a valid ID. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
UTB/TSC’s Faculty Potpourri 
will take place at 3 p.m. Sunday in 
the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admis-
sion is $7 for adults, $5 for senior 
citizens and children, and $3 for 
UTB/TSC students with a valid 
ID. For more information, call 
882-7025.
Art exhibit
An exhibit titled “Soil-less” by 
Sara Good runs through Friday 
in the Rusteberg Art Gallery. Ad-
mission is $1. Gallery hours are 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and 10 
a.m. to noon Friday. For more in-
formation, call 882-7097 or send 
an e-mail to gallery@utb.edu.
Ultimate Frisbee
Play Ultimate Frisbee from 
3 to 5 p.m. every Friday through 
Feb. 27 on the Cardenas Hall 
South Lawn. You do not need a 




Organizers of the “Plant Hope 
for Our Democracy” event are 
seeking volunteers. The event will 
take place from 9 a.m. to noon 
Feb. 14 on the Scorpion Field. For 
more information, call 882-5178.
Mr. Amigo Parade
Departments and organizations 
can begin signing up for the Mr. 
Amigo Golf Cart Parade, which 
takes place at 10 a.m. Feb. 26 on 
the Paseo. Golf carts must be lined 
up before 9:30 a.m. and judging is 
at 9:45 a.m. For more information, 
call the Office of Student Life at 
882-5111.
Free tax-return service
Taxpayers earning less than 
$40,000 can receive free assis-
tance with completing their in-
come tax return from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri-
day and 9 a.m. to noon Saturday 
at the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Cam-
pus, located at 301 Mexico Blvd. 
Taxpayers must bring a valid 
identification, all W-2 forms, their 
Social Security card and those of 
their dependents. Those who seek 
direct deposit of their tax refunds 
must provide their bank routing 
number and checking account 
number. 
Distinguished alumnus award
UTB/TSC is seeking nomina-
tions for its 2009 Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. Former gradu-
ates and students of UTB/TSC are 
eligible. Recipients will be hon-
ored at the Spring Commence-
ment ceremony in May. For more 
information, call the Office of De-
velopment at 882-4322.
Compassion Kitchen
The UTB/TSC Center for Civ-
ic Engagement’s Compassion 
Kitchen will be selling gourmet 
apples, strawberries, pretzels and 
marshmallows dipped in red, pink 
and dark chocolate with toppings 
of your choice. For more infor-
mation, or to place an order, call 
882-4308. 
Immunizations
Student Health Services has 
$5 immunizations for hepatitis A, 
hepatitis B, HPV (human papil-
loma virus), polio, meningitis, 
measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus, 
influenza and varicella (chicken 
pox). Prices apply to students 18 
years or younger at time of visit. 
For more information, call 882-
3896. 
Research symposium
The 11th annual UTB/TSC Re-
search Symposium is accepting 
abstracts from faculty, students and 
staff interested in presenting their 
work. This is a cross-discipline 
symposium and presentations are 
welcome in any area involved in 
scholarly work or research. The 
deadline to submit an applica-




UTB/TSC offers a free Micro-
soft Office Workshop on Excel, 
Access, Outlook, Word, Front-
Page, Publisher and PowerPoint 
to students, staff and faculty by 
appointment in Arnulfo L. Olivei-
ra Memorial Library room 235. 
To register, visit http://blue.utb.
edu/usslabs/. 
Circle K International 
meetings
Circle K International, a 
community service organization, 
meets from 3 to 4 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month in 
Education and Business Complex 
2.112. For more information, send 
an e-mail to Louis Dartez at lou-
is00@gmail.com. 
Civic Engagement Scholars
The Civic Engagement Schol-
ars, a service learning club, meets 
at 11 a.m. every Friday at UTB/
TSC’s Center for Civic Engage-
ment, located at 1301 E. Madison 
St. Students interested in serving 
the community through various 
projects are welcome to join. For 
more information, call 882-4303, 
visit www.civicengagement.com 
or send an e-mail to information@
civicengagement.com. 
Learning Enrichment services
The Learning Enrichment 
Department’s Writing Lab 
gives support with writing assign-
ments, research papers, online 
database research and Blackboard 
assistance. All services are free for 
current UTB/TSC students. Oper-
ating hours are from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
in Cardenas Hall North 120.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your organiza-
tion or department news published 
in the Collegian’s Briefs section, 
call Paola Ibarra at 882-5143 or 
send her an e-mail at collegian@
utb.edu.
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In the Jan. 19 issue of The Collegian, an article 
stated that William Adams is the chair of the History 
Department. In fact, Helmut Langerbein is the chair 
of and Adams is a professor in the department.
In the Jan. 26 issue of The Collegian, an article 
about the Student Government Association 
misidentified Madeleine Rodriguez as Melanie 
Rodriguez. only $3 
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between us and the University 
of Texas as to what would be 
required for us to be a part of 
the PUF. They believe it would 
take a constitutional amendment 
and two-thirds vote of approval 
in the [Texas] House and Senate, 
and we are not convinced that it 
would require a constitutional 
amendment but we are going 
to study that this [legislative] 
session.”
Oliveira said he believes 
there is “language” in the Texas 
Constitution that would allow 
UTB/TSC to become part of 
the PUF without legislative 
approval. 
“[The PUF] has been a 
tremendous source of revenue 
for the University of Texas 
through the years,” he said. “UT-
Austin has benefi ted greatly and 
in some years it has been a return 
of $120 million, or whatever. It’s 
obviously been a tremendous 
source for the University of 
Texas at Austin. We feel like we 
should be a part of it too, and we 
feel the reason we are not and 
UT-Pan Am is not, is really an 
oversight on somebody’s part and 
we certainly should have been 
made a part of the PUF when we 
came into the University Texas 
System.”
The Permanent University 
fund is a public endowment 
that was established in the 
Texas Constitution of 1876 
through appropriations of land 
grants previously given to the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
The PUF is managed by the 
board of regents of the UT 
System, which determines and 
distributes the funds to each 
PUF institution. 
Unique partnership
The University of Texas 
at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College partnership 
is the only one in the nation that 
allows a community college and 
a four-year university to combine 
its revenues into one budget.  
 “Through this partnership 
agreement, basically what you 
see in terms of the instruction 
and student services and housing 
and athletics and anything 
that you see that appears to 
be UTB/TSC is managed 
through partnership revenues,” 
said Rosemary Martinez, the 
university’s vice president for 
Business  Affairs.  “So, basically, 
the UT-Brownsville side of the 
house gets revenues from the 
state through formula funding. 
And, Texas Southmost gets state 
appropriations also through 
formula funding and [it] also has 
tax revenue because it is a taxing 
district, and those revenues come 
together.”
Martinez said a portion 
of TSC revenues is kept to 
pay off debt service and $3 
million is dedicated to student 
scholarships. 
Oliveira said UTB/TSC 
has struggled to fund capital 
improvement projects. 
“We believe that becoming part 
of the PUF will help solve some 
of our fi nancial problems, and 
also will alleviate the problem 
that every legislative session, 
every two years, we have to go 
up and beg for money,” he said. 
“We’d rather have a dedicated 
source of funding that we know 
we can rely on every year, rather 
than having to go back and ask 
piecemeal for different bills to 
get the money we need.”
Some of those funding requests 
include tuition revenue bonds, 
which are state appropriations 
granted by the Texas Legislature 
and used for capital projects.
Although the partnership 
budget is used mainly for 
maintenance and operations, 
other sources of funding for 
capital projects have been 
acquired through the partnership 
between UTB and TSC. 
In 2004, TSC District 
taxpayers approved a $68 million 
bond issue, proposed by the TSC 
board of trustees. The bond issue 
funded capital improvements, 
including the construction of two 
new classroom buildings, a new 
library and the renovation of the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library and the International 
Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center, a center 
for early childhood studies 
and a center for the study of 
Alzheimer’s, diabetes, cancer 
and heart disease, according to 
The Collegian archives.     
Martinez said everything on 
campus belongs to TSC with 
the exception of the Science 
and Engineering Technology 
Building, the Life and Health 
Sciences Building and the 
Education and Business 
Complex, which were funded by 
tuition revenue bonds.
Trustee Eduardo Campirano 
said the TSC District does 
not have any plans to propose 
another bond issue.
“The district has more 
wants and needs than we have 
capital to address those needs,” 
Campirano said in an e-mail to 
The Collegian. “PUF could give 
us access to an additional source 
of funds to address our capital 
needs.”
Talks ongoing
Both David Oliveira and 
state Rep. Rene Oliveira (D-
Brownsville) said there are talks 
taking place between UTB/TSC 
and UT System offi cials.
Asked whether the regents’ 
concerns regarding other 
institutions wanting PUF monies 
if a bill were to be fi led and 
passed outweighs the benefi ts 
to UTB/TSC, Rene Oliveira 
replied, “No, it’s not really a 
good enough excuse. We could 
certainly limit the bill. Many 
times we have defi ned bills to 
very limited categories and, 
in fact, I’ve made pledges to 
people that if the bill became 
such a controversy that I would 
pull it down. In other words, it 
either passes the way we fi le it or 
I won’t even carry it, so that we 
could certainly deal with.”
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This semester has been proving 
itself to be historic, not only for 
our country, state and city, but 
for each and every one of us 
as Scorpions here on campus. 
This semester has brought upon 
change, and although change 
can come with an uncertainty of 
substance and measure, we can 
rest assured that at the end of the 
day, we shall not be moved.
It is with great honor and 
humility that I have accepted the 
challenge brought upon me as 
the new president of the Student 
Government Association. It is 
my prayer that I, in some positive 
and productive way, can find the 
strength and courage to walk side 
by side each Scorpion 
in order to make this 
historic semester 
one that will leave a 
mark on the memory 
of generations of 
Scorpions to come. 
The other day 
I pondered on the 
many individuals 
who have come and 
gone from our most 
prestigious institute. In particular 
I thought about the individuals 
that had gone against the grain and 
fought substantial battles so that 
we can now walk the buildings 
and corridors of our university. 
I pray that each and every one 
of us yearns to be 
etched in history so 
that generations of 
Scorpions to come 
can also reflect upon 
the fulfillment of our 
goals and dreams 
here on campus. 
May we be a conduit 
of the essence of 
their character and 
perseverance.  
It is my hope that throughout 
this semester we can promote 
positive and productive debate 
and protest that will strengthen 
all. May we never let ourselves 
be oppressed by overbearing 
individuals or entities that promote 
separation and isolation. A wall 
stands at the edge of our school. 
May we gaze at it with a sense 
of pride remembering that what 
was proposed was defeated. Our 
“David” stood on the battlefield 
and faced her “Giant”; our 
“David” slew her ten thousands. 
May we imitate her spirit and 
resolve and make this semester 
one of victorious battles. 
Become involved. Join the path 
into eternity for the betterment of 
our fellow Scorpions, neighbors, 
Texans and Americans. We are 
one. May God bless UTB/TSC.
J. E. Castro Dragustinovis
SGA President
So a p b o xtudent
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“I would give 
a Grammy to 
George Strait, 
because he 
just comes out 
with all these 
great hits and 
he’s been in the 
business for so 





the Hero, because 






and I would give 
them a Grammy for 
that.”
Michael Keplinger
Sophomore music education 
major
“Yo creo que a 
Reik porque creó 
que su música 
nos llega 
bastante a los 
jóvenes de 
ahora, y porque 
es lo que ahorita 
está sonando más 
en la radio.” 
Evelyn Hernandez 
Freshman
“I would give it to 
Chapa C because 
it’s my favorite 
group, and 
they’re very 
e x p r e s s i v e . 







--Compiled by Valeria A. Sosa
--Photos by Diego Lerma
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WASHINGTON--With the 
Middle East still roiling over 
Israel’s three-week intervention 
in Gaza, President Obama 
dispatched his new Middle East 
peace envoy, George Mitchell, 
to the region Jan. 26 with a call 
for “genuine progress,” and “not 
just photo ops.”
Obama emphasized that 
Mitchell was “fully empowered” 
to speak for the White House, a 
departure from the diplomacy 
of his predecessor, George W. 
Bush, and a calculated signal of 
serious intent to Israeli and Arab 
leaders.
Obama has moved more rapidly 
than any predecessor to launch a 
vigorous diplomatic effort in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict.
What’s not yet known is how 
Obama will deal with the setbacks 
his efforts will inevitably 
encounter in the Middle East 
minefield. The landscape for 
diplomacy is bleak, with an 
Israeli public deeply skeptical 
of peace efforts and about to 
vote in national elections and 
Palestinians split between the 
moderate Palestinian Authority 
and the radical Islamic group 
Hamas.
Appearing before the cameras 
in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House, Obama acknowledged 
that his envoy has “a very tough 
job.”
Still, he said, Mitchell 
will “engage vigorously and 
consistently in order for us to 
achieve genuine progress. And 
when I say progress, not just 
photo ops, but progress that is 
concretely felt by people on the 
ground.”
 “Understand that Sen. Mitchell 
is going to be fully empowered 
by me and fully empowered by 
Secretary Clinton. So when he 
speaks, he will be speaking for 
us,” the president added.
State Department officials 
said Mitchell’s mission has three 
goals.
He will listen to regional 
leaders’ views on an eventual 
Israeli-Palestinian settlement. 
But negotiations begun by former 
President George W. Bush are 
in limbo until Israeli elections, 
and polls show former Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who opposes compromise, as the 
front-runner.
More immediately, Mitchell 
will try to stabilize an unofficial 
cease-fire between Israel 
and Hamas in the Gaza Strip 
following a month of fighting 
that left hundreds of Palestinians 
dead and billions of dollars in 
damage.
Obama’s broader peace 
initiative “is not going to take 
off” unless the cease-fire can 
be strengthened, said a State 
Department official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to speak 
publicly.
Mitchell will not meet 
representatives of Hamas, which 
the United States considers a 
terrorist group, nor, at least 
on this trip, will he travel to 
Syria, said State Department 
spokesman Robert Wood.
Mitchell’s itinerary includes 
Israel, the West Bank, Egypt, 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and 
possibly Turkey, but he has 
no plans to visit Gaza. He also 
will confer with U.S. allies in 
Europe.
The third goal of Mitchell’s 
trip is to ensure that humanitarian 
aid is delivered swiftly to Gaza’s 
needy citizens. Since taking 
office, Obama and Clinton 
have gone out of their way to 
sympathize with the Palestinians’ 
plight.
Even if Obama’s foray 
into peacemaking is no more 
successful than previous 
presidents’, the new president 
has set a different tone with 
the Arab world. Bush waited 
seven years before trying to 
broker talks, rarely got involved 
personally and often sent his 
special envoys into the region 
without explicitly empowering 
them to speak for him.
Obama has also raised hopes--
perhaps to dangerous levels.
“There is a lot of [political] 
capital and a lot of expectations,” 
Egypt’s ambassador to 
Washington, Sameh Shoukry, 
said Jan. 23. “We recognized 
a long time ago ... this conflict 
cannot be solved without U.S. 
leadership.”
Obama seeks ‘genuine progress’ as Mitchell begins Mideast trip
By Warren P. Strobel
(MCT)
SGA, although I do not intend 
to be completely silent. I know 
there are other avenues available 
to serve UTB students. I will 
continue to become involved and 
be the leading voice for causes 
that I believe in.”   
 According to the constitution, 
next in line to be the vice 
president of administration is 
the vice president of policy and 
procedure, Robert Paredes, but 
he was not sworn in.
Alanis is the second top SGA 
officer to resign. Joel Alaffa, 
who was elected vice president 
of administration last spring, 
quit before the first meeting of 
the semester.
Asked why he resigned, 
Alanis replied, “I’m pretty 
much graduating and I have 
to get ready in my career. As a 
matter of fact, last semester was 
pretty tough to be president, 
continuing [to work] part time 
at the Leadership and Mentoring 
Program and, of course, being a 
full-time student.” 
Alanis received e-mails 
and phone calls from SGA 
members about rumors of him 
being impeached, but said he 
did nothing but his job while in 
office.
“I did get calls from members 
regarding that,” he said. “A lot of 
gossip might have gone around, 
yet, I didn’t see [that] as a 
factor. I know a lot of people 
might be saying, ‘Oh, well, he 
resigned because of that’ and, 
obviously, it’s not. It had to do a 
lot with my academics.”
Asked what went wrong 
in the SGA administration, 
Alanis replied that it had all 
been “miscommunication and 
gossiping.”
“I don’t know really what’s 
the problem,” he said. “Like I 
mentioned, all I’ve been doing 
is just meeting with committees, 
continuing my duties as 
president, meeting with the 
advisers, making sure everything 
that SGA is currently working 
on is what I was supposed to 
work on and working with the 
senate.” 
Asked how he would maintain 
unity in the SGA as its new 
leader, Castro replied he wants 
to run the SGA like a business.
“Hopefully, do away with the 
ill feelings and the hurt feelings,” 
he said. “[The] SGA needs to be 
run more as a business in order to 
produce a benefit for the student 
body. The other thing that is 
very important is that we adhere 
to the oath that we have taken, 
to expect and to demand service 
because we are here to serve and 
we are expected to serve, and, 
hopefully, by promoting unity 
and service among the senate, we 
can all work together to achieve 
the goals that are set already by 
the previous administration and 
some new goals that we have in 
mind ourselves.”   
In other business, the senate:
--rescinded Resolution 8, 
which authorized the allocation 
of $750 for the purchase of 
Chick-Fil-A sandwiches to 
conduct a fundraiser for victims 
of Hurricane Dolly;
--approved Resolution 15, 
which sets the SGA elections on 
April 14 and 15;
--passed Resolution 16, 
which allocates $1,380 to hire 
a clerk for 15 weeks to provide 
administrative support to the 
senate;
--approved Resolution 17, which 
names senior Ricardo Garcia as 
the elections commissioner and 
allocates a $250 stipend for 
Garcia “to help with expenses, 
such as gas and time expended 
to go throughout campus”;
--passed Resolution 18, which 
authorizes sending three SGA 
members to the UT Ethical 
Leadership Conference Feb. 26-
March 1 at a cost of $1,000.
--swore in Rolando Alfaro 
Jr., a senior marketing major, 
as senator for the School of 
Business; Luis Buentello, a 
government and communication 
major, David Polin, a public 
service and communication 
major, and Adam M. Gonzales, 
a music education major, as 
senators for the College of 
Liberal Arts.  
 During the Let Your Voice Be 
Heard portion of the meeting, 
former Senator Pro Tem 
Madeleine Rodriguez criticized 
the senate.
“It’s horrible, guys,” Rodriguez 
said. “I don’t understand, and 
[using] money for a clerk? You 
have like 20 members here. Why 
do we need to spend students’ 
money on that? We cannot 
keep the office clean? It’s been 
working so far. I don’t know 
why you guys want to spend 
money on that; it does not make 
any sense.”
She also talked about the 
recent tension among the senate.
“I hope you all realized that 
the people that were elected here 
by the students last year, which 
was Jorge and Joel, are now not 
here,” Rodriguez said. “How 
is that representing the student 
body? Really, think of that. 
The students elected them for 
a reason and now both of them 
are out. It is not right to have 
two people that actually came in 
and for the most part did what 
they tried to do for the whole 
year and for them to be forced to 
resign, really.”
Castro responded by saying 
that no one was forced to resign.
Rodriguez also commented on 
the senate’s work. 
“What are we doing here? 
All you are doing is internal 
work, what about the students? I 
haven’t seen any benefit out there 
except for some events that you 
are going to put out and that’s 
good, but I mean, really, what 
are we here for? For the students 
concerns, not to be writing 
resolutions about impeachment 
and conflict of interest, or any 
of that. That should be set aside 
but, apparently, that did not 
happen.” 
The SGA will meet at 5 p.m. 
Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia. 
SGA
Continued from Page 1
Jorge Alanis Erasmo Castro Madeleine Rodriguez Robert Paredes
“Twitter” now means more on 
campus than just the sound of 
birds or chatter.
On Dec. 4, UTB/TSC’s Office 
of News and Information launched 
an account with Twitter, where it 
is posting up-to-date news and in-
formation about the university that 
is easily accessible to the campus 
community.
Twitter, a free Internet social 
network, or ISN, defines itself as 
“a service for friends, family and 
co-workers to communicate and 
stay connected through the ex-
change of quick, frequent answers 
to one simple question: What are 
you doing?”
The site utilizes small, 140-
character-maximum posts in an 
effort to keep news of all kinds 
condensed to a simple form.
The UTB/TSC account, located 
at http://twitter.com/UTBTSC, 
came about when members of the 
Office of News and Information 
attended a public affairs confer-
ence in Austin. At this conference, 
a workshop titled “Trends in News 
Media” sparked an idea.
“They were talking about how 
we are now a 24-7 news society 
and that younger demographics 
are getting more and more of their 
news online versus the traditional 
newspaper, particularly those in-
dividuals that are under the age of 
35,” said Meloney Linder, associ-
ate vice president for Marketing 
and Communication.
After the workshop, Linder dis-
cussed the idea with Daniel Perry, 
an information writer with the Of-
fice of News and Information who 
suggested Twitter. According to 
Perry, Amarillo College, the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin, South-
ern Methodist University and 
Texas Tech University are among 
other universities that use the Web 
site as a way of keeping in touch 
with their campus communities.
As of press time Thursday, 
UTB/TSC’s Twitter account had 
159 followers and 140 news up-
dates.
“I’ve been very pleased with the 
steady growth that we’re seeing,” 
Linder said. “I think as it continues 
to be put out in e-newsletters that 
go to alumni, it’ll be a great way 
for us to reach out to our past stu-
dents who want to follow what’s 
going on at the university. I expect 
this to continue to grow.”
Several student groups are al-
ready on various ISNs, including 
the Resident Housing Association, 
the Gorgas Science Society and 
students in the UTB/TSC nursing 
program.
“We’ve been doing this to aug-
ment what the school has been 
doing,” said Arnold Rodriguez, a 
senior nursing major who moder-
ates the nursing students’ Yahoo 
group. “Blackboard is fine. We’re 
able to go there and our instructors 
are able to communicate with us, 
but that’s where it ends. We’re not 
able to communicate with each 
other as we can with this group, 
and we’re able to tailor it to post 
different files or resources that 
we come across as members and 
would like to share with the other 
students.”
In order for students to access 
Twitter, they would normally have 
to create a Twitter account and log 
into the site to see updates. How-
ever, the Office of Distance Edu-
cation and Instructional Technolo-
gies is updating the UTB/TSC 
Blackboard Learning Manage-
ment System, and in the process 
a Twitter banner displaying the 
latest UTB/TSC news will be in-
tegrated in the near future.
 “The reason this came about is 
that we’ve noticed a trend in tech-
nology,” said Jose Borjon, the co-
ordinator for marketing and com-
munication for Distance Educa-
tion. “We always need to catch up 
to students in technology. Students 
are ever-changing. … Because of 
that, we had a meeting about a 
month ago … [and] we decided to 
start … redesigning it.”
Blackboard is a one-stop-shop, 
Borjon said, that is essential to 
students’ success. There, students 
can attend tutoring via programs 
like Smarthinking, check out their 
grades, e-mail their professors and 
submit homework. Every student 
has access to it simply by being 
enrolled in classes.
During a three-hour period 
Thursday, Blackboard had 1,880 
users sign in, with another 856 
visitors.
The remodeling of Blackboard 
is part of a software update. In 
Fall 2009, a beta version of Black-
board and Learn Release 9 will be 
installed, creating an easier user 
interface and allowing students 
group interaction. 
In addition to the software up-
date, Blackboard, along with 
UTB/TSC’s Twitter page, will be 
linked to their respective pages on 
Facebook, an ISN whose prime 
demographic is people ages 16 to 
25.
“The younger demographic … 
likes to be online, and we need to 
be responsive to that and put the 
information where people are,” 
Linder said. “We want to have 
more of an online presence, and 
we’re just getting into the begin-
ning phases of adding it to our list 
of what we’re doing to spread the 
word on campus.”
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$375 per month





•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd. www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
Twitter no longer just for the birds
By David Boon
Staff Writer
On Jan. 15, a UTB/TSC stu-
dent was stabbed in the hand by 
an unknown man who asked her 
for money as she exited her car at 
18th and Jackson streets.
The man grabbed the student by 
the shoulder, but she was able to 
defend herself by kicking him in 
the stomach. The man fell to the 
ground and then produced a knife 
from his pocket. The student kept 
the knife from her torso by placing 
her hand in the way, and as a re-
sult, suffered a minor laceration.
 She also managed to kick the 
assailant in the left knee. As he 
fl ed the scene, the man com-
plained that the student hurt his 
leg, according to a Campus Police 
report.
“The thing about this young 
lady, and I really don’t know all 
the details, is when she decided to 
take action, she gave 110 percent 
[effort], which is very important 
in a self-defense situation,” said 
Zelma Mata, chair of and an asso-
ciate professor in the Health and 
Human Performance Department. 
“Whatever she did, she did right 
because she’s alive, she’s well and 
she survived.”
Self-defense is something im-
portant that students should learn 
in case they are in a similar situ-
ation. However, Mata said, being 
put in this kind of situation can be 
prevented.
 “I think that the emphasis 
should be on the prevention and 
not necessarily what should you 
do if it happened to you,” she said. 
“I think what we’ve learned from 
this young lady, who’s very fortu-
nate, is that we need to learn more 
about prevention. … Learn to use 
your own natural weapons and 
how to be a safe person.”
Mata said a person’s posture 
plays a large role in prevent-
ing dangerous situations. Have 
a strong, confi dent walk and go 
with your instinct. 
“Research has indicated that 
when people are victimized, they 
had a funny feeling that something 
was wrong,” she said. “Some 
people act on it, and some people 
don’t.”
Another important factor to pre-
venting dangerous situations is to 
make eye contact with a person 
you believe to be an assailant.
“What happens a lot of times 
is people will ignore [making 
eye contact] and [the assailant] 
will come in,” Mata said. “It’s a 
submissive reaction, whereas [if] 
you hold your ground, you come 
across as being more assertive. If 
you think you’re being followed, 
you need to turn around and make 
eye contact with that person be-
cause that lets that person know, ‘I 
know you’re there.’”
A handout provided by Mata 
offers other safety tips, such as 
walking on the outside of a side-
walk, keeping a good distance 
from doors and bushes. Others are 
to keep your purse close to you 
and not being afraid to ask others 
for help.
Campus Police provides escorts 
every day of the week at all times 
for students, faculty and staff.
“If it’s a long [distance] … to 
your vehicle, we can give you a 
ride in our patrol car,” said Pedro 
Vasquez, a crime prevention of-
fi cer for Campus Police. “Try to 
walk in a group. We also let [stu-
dents] know to call us at any time 
they’re working late or studying 
late.” 
Self-defense consists of dif-
ferent types of techniques. When 
Mata taught self-defense courses, 
she showed students target areas 
to aim for: the eyes, the nose, the 
throat, the solar plexus, the groin, 
the kneecaps, shin and feet.
“One of the fi rst things I train 
students is to be thinking of bod-
ies as targets and to be mentally 
practicing in their mind as they’re 
walking, even though they’re 
fearful,” Mata said. “Somebody’s 
walking behind you; you’ve made 
that eye contact. In your mind, 
you’re already setting yourself up 
to react to it.”
In a dangerous situation, she 
suggests to yell, “Fire! Fire!” no 
matter the situation. People re-
spond more to this cry for help 
than any other.
“You can’t be afraid to make a 
scene,” Mata said. 
UTB/TSC offered a self-de-
fense course about three or four 
years ago. Mata hopes to offer 
the course again soon.“I’m work-
ing on the summer schedule right 
now,” Mata said. “I will list it on 
there as a course for students just 
to have awareness, particularly for 
women, who are usually victims 
of assault.”
Campus Police is also planning 
to have workshops for students on 
basic safety tips.
“Right now, we’re looking for 
something for students for self-de-
fense and we’re also doing more 
fl iers and brochures to have on our 
own campus,” Vasquez said. 
Safety precautions can also be 
taken with personal property left 
in vehicles. 
“I let them know that any prop-
erty or anything valuable that is in 
their vehicles needs to be safely 
put in their trunks, and make 
sure [the vehicle is] locked at all 
times,” Vasquez said. “Don’t leave 
anything in plain view.”
The handout provided by Mata 
also suggests that if your vehicle 
becomes disabled in an isolated 
area, get out of the vehicle, open 
the hood and tie a white object to 
the radio antenna. Then quickly 
get back in the vehicle and lock 
the doors. Also, avoid giving rides 
to strangers.
If you need assistance, Campus 
Police can be reached at 882-8232 
or 882-8233. In case of an emer-
gency, the emergency phones on 
campus can be utilized or Campus 
Police can be reached on its emer-
gency line, 882-2222.
“If there’s anything any-
one needs, we’re here to help,” 
Vasquez said. 
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February 16, 2009
Application Deadline to complete Student Teaching
Fall 2009
• Applications are available in the Education Building or on the web        
   page at http://soe.utb.edu/.
   Relevant requirements are also found on the web page.
• If you intend to meet all requirements by August 2009, you should
   apply by this deadline.
• Only complete applications will be accepted by 5:00 p.m. on 
   Monday, February 16th. 
• If you need to verify that you meet admission requirements, contact
   the Field Experiences Offi ce at (956) 882-5700.
• You are strongly encouraged to REGISTER EARLY for Student 




Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, February 4th. You will need 
to come by the School of Education to register and pick up your ticket 
prior to the Benchmark Test date. If you need further information, 
please contact our Field Experiences Offi ce at 882-5720.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License, 
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.
Keeping out of harm’s way
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
Zelma D. Mata, chair of the Health and Human Performance Department, demonstrates a self-defense technique, with Collegian 
Photographer Diego Lerma playing the “assailant.”
VALERIA SOSA/COLLEGIAN
The Rev. Theodore Andrews III says 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was a 
visionary. 
“He was a pioneer who saw something 
that was ordained by the almighty God 
… and he went about setting what was an 
inspired dream into reality.”
Andrews, pastor of Corinth Missionary 
Baptist Church in Harlingen, was the 
keynote speaker at UTB/TSC’s “An 
Evening of Celebration,” which honors 
the slain civil rights leader.
“Dr. King had a dream and I dare not 
stand here and attempt to recite that dream 
… re-create the passion and eloquence 
with which he projected that dream … for 
I have not stood in his shoes,” Andrews 
told an audience of about 200 people Jan. 
22 in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
This year, the celebration of King’s 
life took on greater signifi cance with the 
event taking place the same week as the 
inauguration of Barack Obama, the United 
States’ fi rst African-American president.
Andrews noted that if it had not been 
for King, the day of seeing a black man 
become president may have not occurred.
“Someone somewhere dared to live 
out that dream,” he said. “[King’s dream 
has become a] major fabric in our society 
today. His dream that his children will be 
judged by the content of their character 
and not by the color of their skin … has 
begun to be realized.
“It was as though when he walked he 
left footprints in the concrete. When he 
talked, his words began to tear at the very 
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The  Collegian’s Quest 4
  Fu n
Other important information and applications 
available online at: 
www.southtexasstars.org
Postmark Deadline: Monday, March 2, 2009
Questions? Call 1-866-939-7827 
or email helpdesk@southtexasstars.org
Scholarship Eligibility Requirements:
• Are a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident with a 
  permanent resident card or passport stamped I-551.
• Have a permanent South Texas address in one of the 
  following counties: Aransas, Bee, Brooks, Cameron, Duval,
  Goliad, Jim Hogg, Jim Wells, Hidalgo, Karnes, Kenedy, 
  Kleberg, La Salle, Live Oak, McMullen, Nueces, San Patricio,
  Refugio, Starr, Webb, Willacy or Zapata
• Have earned at least 12 undergraduate credit hours at a U.S.
  accredited college or university
•Have a minimum college cumulative grade point average
 (GPA) of 2.7 on a 4.0 scale.
• Are enrolled in a U.S. accredited 2-year community college
  (enrolled part-time or full-time) in a degree-seeking 
  program, or a 4-year university undergraduate program 
  (enrolled full-time) seeking a bachelor’s degree, or a 
  university graduate program (enrolled full-time) seeking a
  master’s, law or doctorate degree. 
2009-2010
       STARS Scholarship
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
Deadline: March 1, 2009
2009-2010
UTB/TSC General Scholarships
Attention: Future and Current Students
The 2009-2010 UTB/TSC General Scholarship Application is now 
available. These scholarships and their specifi c criteria are listed 
in our 2009-2010 Scholarship Guide.
To be considered for any of these scholarships, you must apply 
online (no paper applications will be accepted, no exceptions).
Application and guide are available at:
http://www.utb.edu/em/fa/Pages/FAScholarshipMain.aspx
NOTE: Failure to complete the form thoroughly or not providing required items in a timely 
manner will result in a rejected application. Questions: email fi nancialaid@utb.edu
Hundreds remember King
at ‘Evening of Celebration’
By Elizabeth A. Perez
Staff Writer
Reprinted from The Collegian 
Online
• See ‘Celebration,’ Page 10
The Rev. Theodore Andrews III 
The Collegian February 2, 2009 • Page 9
fabric of racism and the [injustices] that 
exist in our society today.”
The words and action of King taught 
Andrews it is not always correct to go 
with the status quo. 
“The status quo will still have us 
drinking out of separate water fountains. 
… The status quo would not have allowed 
a man by the name of Barack to run for 
president or even vote for the offi ce,” he 
said. “Yes, we have come a long way, but 
if there is anything that I have learned 
from Dr. King is that our job is not over 
yet. … I can dream too.” 
Jamie Olvera, a freshman early 
childhood bilingual generalist major, was 
among those who attended the event.
“I thought it was great,” Olvera said. “I 
learned that a dream would not die or fade 
away.” 
In an interview with The Collegian 
after the event, Andrews said there is a 
resurgence of King’s dream.
“I can see that what Barack Obama has 
done is a result of a movement, is a result 
of passion, is a result of the drive that was 
once started by Dr. King and picked up by 
many others along the way. And I believe 
we now have a new resurgence of that 
dream.”
 The pastor urged everyone to “get up, 
wake up and take that step.” 
During the celebration, history 
Professor Manuel Medrano presented 
a video honoring King and showing the 
progress of blacks throughout history.
Gospel music was also part of the event, 
with performances by Latoya Colley, 
freshman psychology major Maxine 
Davis, the Corinth Missionary Baptist 
Church Youth Choir and the Children’s 
Voices of Rio Grande Valley. 
This is the 12th year the university 
honors King. The event was coordinated 
by Deloria Nanze-Davis, assistant to the 
dean of General Studies. 
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PHONE: 546-1605 FAX: 546-1607
EMAIL: tbbtld@rgv.rr.com




PHONE: 542-1941 FAX: 542-8104
EMAIL: lcbtltd@rgv.rr.com
Present this coupon and your 
Sting Card ID for a Student Discount!
IMMUNIZE
For Healthy Lives!
Get your immunizations today!
Prices apply to students 18 years or younger at time of visit. Please 
call Student Health Services at (956) 882-3896 for more information.
Hepatitis A.........................................................................................$5.00
Hepatitis B.........................................................................................$5.00
Human Papilloma Virus (HPV)............................................................$5.00
Polio (IPV)..........................................................................................$5.00
Meningitis (MCV4).............................................................................$5.00





required at time of visit 
if under 18 years of age
Immunizations provided by 
Student Health Services in Cortez Hall.
Celebration
Continued from Page 8
Members of the Corinth Missionary Baptist Church 
Youth Choir perform “Wade in the Water” during “An 
Evening of Celebration” Jan. 22 in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. The event honors Martin Luther King Jr., the 
slain civil rights leader.
REBEKAH S. GOMEZ/COLLEGIAN
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UTB/TSC President Juliet V. 
García is asking the Texas Leg-
islature for money to double the 
capacity of the university’s nurs-
ing program because of a grow-
ing demand.
García made the remarks be-
fore a group of 50 lawmakers 
who visited the campus and other 
parts of the Rio Grande Valley on 
Jan. 23.
She said there are 330 prequali-
fied students for the nursing pro-
gram, a number that exceeds the 
program’s capacity.
 “All we need is faculty,” Gar-
cía said during the presentation 
in the Student Union’s Gran Sa-
lon. “If we can hire more faculty, 
I can expand that program. We 
have some facilities to be able to 
do that. … You will not only be 
helping us, you will be helping 
the entire nation. … And, if you 
produce them here, you are not 
only producing qualified nurses 
that pass their state boards at 98 
percent, you’re also producing 
bilingual nurses that can do that 
work nationwide.” 
David Oliveira, chairman of the 
Texas Southmost College District 
board of trustees, told the legisla-
tors that UTB’s unique partner-
ship with TSC has helped “stretch 
dollars.”
“We are the only university 
that’s had to use community tax 
dollars to also build these other 
buildings that are desperately 
needed,” Oliveira said. “We’ve 
done a lot with very little here 
and we want to continue this ef-
fort because there is a great need 
here.”
He voiced the board’s desire to 
take legislative action to become 
part of the University of Texas 
System’s Permanent University 
Fund. 
 “I don’t know that there is any 
rational explanation as to why 
UT-Pan Am and UT-Brownsville 
were left out of the Permanent 
University Fund,” Oliveira said. 
“But I can tell you, there is no 
moral rationalization for leaving 
us out and we know it’s going to 
be a long, hard battle.” 
The Permanent University 
Fund is a public endowment 
that was established in the Texas 
Constitution of 1876 through ap-
propriations of land grants previ-
ously given to the University of 
Texas at Austin. The PUF is man-
aged by the board of regents of 
the University of Texas System, 
which determines and distributes 
the funds to each PUF institution. 
State Rep. Rene Oliveira (D-
Brownsville) said the university 
was “the jewel of the Rio Grande 
Valley” and recognized Speaker 
of the House Joe Straus (R-San 
Antonio) for making the trip. 
“I’m going to tell you that he 
is the first speaker of the house, 
and I served under five of them, 
to make this trip,” Oliveira said. 
UTB/TSC’s funding requests 
for this legislative session include 
a $63 million tuition revenue 
bond to build a Student Success 
Center and $9.5 million in Excep-
tional Item requests. 
García told the legislators it is 
time “not for a bailout, but for a 
buildup,” citing New York Times 
columnist Tom Friedman’s book 
on the economy, “The World Is 
Flat.” 
“We are one of the fastest grow-
ing regions in the state of Texas,” 
she said. “Our job is to make a 
smart growth … and educate that 
next generation.”
García to lawmakers: Help us grow
By Julianna Sosa 
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC Vice President for External Affairs Tony Zavaleta welcomes state Rep. Hubert Vo (D-Houston), one of several Texas 
lawmakers who toured the campus on Jan. 20. 
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UTB/TSC & The Archer Center
offer to you the experience of a lifetime!
Live, work and earn up to 12 credits at 
UTB/TSC while interning in Washington, DC!
Join us to find out more!
Applications are available at 
http://www.sa.utb.edu/archer/default.htm
The following criteria apply to all nominees:
Requirements:
• Junior or senior status
• Overall GPA: 3.0
• Previous work or internship experience
• Completion of government requirements
• 24 hours completed in residence
Deadline to apply: 
4 p.m., Friday, February 13
Nominate a student leader for the 
Scorpion Leadership Ring
Applications are available at:
 http://www.ring.utb.edu
The University of Texas 
at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College, in 
partnership with Balfour 
College Jewelry Company and the 
UTB/TSC Student Government Association (SGA), 
will provide three official class ring(s) to graduating senior(s), 
graduate students and/or recent alumni who have excelled 
in academics, leadership activities and service to the 
campus and/or the community-at-large.
 “A Symbol of  Learning”
Three student leaders will be chosen 
based on their academic performance, 
leadership at UTB/TSC, and service 
to their community.
Deadline to apply: 
4 p.m., Wednesday, February 25
The following criteria apply to all nominees:
1.   Academic Requirements
 Undergraduates
 -Minimum GPA of 3.0 in all course work
 -Currently enrolled in at least 6 semester hours
 Graduates
 -Minimum GPA of 3.75 in all graduate course work 
 -Currently enrolled in at least 6 semester hours
 -Completed at least 6 graduate semester hours
 2.   No record of academic or discipline probation 
or suspension
 3.   A member of at least one UTB/TSC registered 
student organization
Applications are available at 
http://www.sa.utb.edu/DOS/who.htm
WHO’S WHO
Nominations for the 2008-2009 
Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges
Deadline to apply: 
4 p.m., Friday, February 20
For more information, contact the Dean of Students Office at 882-5141.
The UTB/TSC Baseball Team 
is looking to improve its 1-3 
record as it faces off against 
Lubbock Christian University 
this weekend in a four-game 
series beginning at 6 p.m. Friday 
in Scorpion Field.
The Scorpions hosted the 
Alumni team Saturday, and 
results were not available at press 
time.
The Scorpions opened the 
season with a bittersweet slugfest 
against the Wayland Baptist 
University Pioneers on Jan. 23 
that gave them their first win and 
first three losses.
In Game 1 of the four-game 
series, the Scorpions crushed 
the visitors 12-2, due in no small 
part to a stellar performance by 
pitcher Julian Moya.
For the first two innings, both 
teams refused to give each other 
an inch in which to advance, with 
Moya striking out five Pioneers 
with his lightning-fast pitches. 
But the Scorpions were unable 
to capitalize in their turn at bat.
In the third inning, the Pioneers 
drew first blood, with a homer 
sent deep into left field by first 
baseman Josh Lucas that left the 
Scorpion outfield helpless.
The Scorpions, however, rallied 
at the bottom of the third with 
two runs by centerfielder Jorge 
Camorlinga and second baseman 
Scott Price.
The runs set the stage for the 
rest of the game.
After Moya struck out another 
three Pioneers at the top of 
fourth, the Scorpions went on 
a spree that left the visiting 
team flabbergasted. Leftfielder 
Matt Warner, second baseman/
shortstop Walter Blume III pinch 
running for Gilberto Puente, 
Camorlinga, Price and leftfielder 
Ryan MacDonald had a run each.
At the top of the fifth, Pioneer 
pitcher Todd Jeffress ran from 
third base to home plate for 
another run for the visitors. The 
Scorpions then repaid that run 
threefold at the bottom of fifth, 
with Blume scoring off a Wayland 
Baptist error and shortstop Jose 
Guerra and Camorlinga scoring 
their runs right afterward.
In the sixth inning, Moya and 
the Scorpion defense made quick 
work of the Pioneers at bat and 
closed the game with two more 
runs: one by catcher Juan Muñoz, 
aided by a hit by Puente, and the 
other by Warner.
The Scorpions’ stellar 
performance was no doubt 
enhanced by more than 200 fans 
who showed up to root for UTB/
TSC. About 15 students donned 
bright orange shirts and painted 
their hair orange and blue. Verena 
Wonsikowski, a forward for 
the UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer 
Team, took the Scorpion spirit 
a little further, arriving at the 
game with not just her hair, but 
her arms, face and legs painted in 
orange and blue.
Students were joyous at the end 
of the first game.
Addy Garcia, a freshman 
kinesiology major, said the game 
was “really exciting. … I really 
enjoyed watching the game.”
Asked why she attended the 
game, Garcia replied, “I really 
enjoy watching baseball, and I 
saw that the first 100 fans [would] 
get a free T-shirt, so I got myself 
a free T-shirt and I watched a 
good game.”
Freshman history major David 
Garcia proudly sported orange 
paint on his hair and face. He 
was caught up in the excitement 
after Game 1, exclaiming, “It’s 
exciting! We won!”
Garcia said he decided to go 
to the game and support his team 
after seeing several fliers at the 
Village at Fort Brown.
The good spirits, however, 
were not to last, as the Pioneers 
dampened the mood by paying 
back the Scorpions run for run in 
Game 2.
From the get-go, Wayland 
dominated the diamond, kicking 
off the second game with 
unanswered runs at the top of 
the first inning by Jeffress and 
shortstop Michael Prell off a 
double by centerfielder Franky 
Busani.
At the top of the second, the 
Pioneers scored another double, 
this one by second baseman Brett 
Cook that sent teammates Lucas 
and pitcher/shortstop Marcus 
Limon into the Scorpion home 
plate.
Muñoz scored the Scorpions’ 
only run of the game, off a batted 
ball by Puente.
But the damage was done, and 
the Pioneers reacted in the third 
inning by going on an eight-run 
drive that effectively finished the 
game.
Despite the loss, the Scorpions 
and their coach were optimistic 
about the second doubleheader 
on Jan. 24.
 “It’s a good start for us, one 
and one,” Moya said. “Better than 
starting off 0-18, like we [did] 
last year. There [were] a couple 
of mistakes in the second game, 
but we will bounce back. We’re a 
good team, we’re a great team.”
Moya recorded 12 strikeouts 
and allowed only three hits in the 
first game. “The fan support was 
great,” Camorlinga said.“It was 
the best feeling ever. … This is 
great support for us. That boosts
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Scorpions start series vs. Lubbock at home Friday
Soccer player Verena Wonsikowski leads 
Scorpion fans in cheering for the team.
Rebecca Villalobos takes part in a tricycle 
race, held between Games 1 and 2 of the 
Scorpions’ season opener. 
• See ‘Baseball,’ next page
O’Neal (left) runs to first base in the bottom of the fourth inning in Game 1, which the Scorpions won 12-2.
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian Photos
Scorpion first baseman Tyler O’Neal attempts to steal a base during Game 1 against the 
Wayland Baptist Universiy Pioneers on Jan. 23. 
It’s every collegiate player’s dream to 
play professionally, and it’s senior Scor-
pion defender Dave Purser’s turn to live 
the dream.
“It’s something I’ve always wanted to 
do,” Purser said. “To get this opportuni-
ty, it’s a great experience for me, and it’s 
something that I need to take full advan-
tage of.”
He was signed Jan. 22 to play for the 
Real Maryland FC Monarchs, a United 
Soccer Leagues Division II professional 
team. The second division is just two down 
from Major League Soccer, the country’s 
pre-eminent soccer division.
UTB/TSC men’s soccer Head Coach 
Dan Balaguero sees the benefit in playing 
in the USL-2.
“All the MLS teams in the top league, 
they’ve cut back on their squad numbers,” 
Balaguero said. “They used to have like 30 
professionals, but now they’re only going 
to have 22 spots, so it’s going to make the 
second and third divisions in the U.S. much 
stronger. There’s only 10 teams in USL-2, 
so it’s hard to get a roster spot.”
Purser, a native of Boston, England, is 
one of three seniors on the roster who came 
to the university in 2007 after playing for 
two years with the Virginia Intermont Col-
lege Cobras under Balaguero.
Balaguero was key to Purser’s opportu-
nity.
“I had a contact who’s on the coaching 
staff,” he said. “I got in touch with him, 
and he just invited [Purser] for the tryout. 
He went there and took the chance.”
Purser said, “I went down to Maryland 
last weekend at the tryout day. We played 
a couple of games, I impressed, and the 
coach told me that he’d like to sign me, and 
I signed the contract [on Jan. 29]”
Purser was an important contributor to 
the Scorpion defense, which only allowed 
three goals in nine conference games, us-
ing his 6-foot-2-inch frame to drastically 
limit opponents’ long passes and cut off 
airborne opportunities before they came 
close to threatening the Scorpion net.
Balaguero praised Purser’s performance 
off the field.
 “He’s one of these guys who has taken 
the opportunity of a college athlete very se-
riously,” he said. “He’s a complete discipli-
narian. … He’s worked hard on his game, 
and … he’s become one of our most im-
portant players here, and it’s often his own 
work. He really works hard in the gym … 
watches what he puts into his body, sleeps 
right, and he’s just very, very professional 
off the field, and that’s what it’s all about if 
you want to get to the next level.”
The signing, which is pending league ap-
proval, is not one of Purser’s firsts in the 
university. He also holds the distinction of 
scoring the first goal in a Scorpion home 
game during 2007’s conference season 
opener against Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity, a game that the Scorpions would go 
on to win 3-2, according to the Office of 
Intercollegiate Athletics.
Purser credits both his and the team’s 
hard work in getting him the opportunity.
 “I think I put a lot of hard work in but to 
be honest, the team this year, all the boys 
put good work in, so it makes it easy for 
me at the end of day,” he said. “But, I think 
it’s just a big tribute to the team, because 
you don’t have to be in a big school to get 
recognized. If you put [in] the hard work, I 
think anyone can do it, really.”
Balaguero said the signing will have a 
positive impact on the soccer program.
“Any time someone graduates and goes 
on and plays in the next level, I think it 
shows that we’re running a serious pro-
gram,” he said. “I think it helps with the 
recruits, because they come in and see that. 
Most guys that come through the office, 
they want to go on and play in the next 
level, so I think it shows that players that 
go to an NAIA school go pro. So, it means 
a lot to the program.”
Asked if he was leaving a legacy, Purser 
replied, “I’m not sure if I’m going to leave 
a legacy behind. I think I’m just a hard 
worker. I’m nothing too fancy; I always put 
100 percent in training and when I played. 
So, I think I’m just someone that worked 
hard for UTB and that’s it.”
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Scorpion golfers tee off season Feb. 9
The Scorpion golf teams are 
beginning a busy spring season 
with a tournament Feb. 9 at Texas 
A&M International University in 
Laredo.
“We’re going to kind of test the 
waters there. … It all leads up to 
our conference championships 
later, late April,” said Head Coach 
Bob Lucio. “We have a bunch of 
good young men and women that 
have been working real hard, so 
we’ll see what we can get out of 
this.”
He is optimistic about the first 
tournament.
“I think even though it’s the 
first tournament in the spring, I 
think that we’re going to do quite 
well,” Lucio said.
His enthusiasm is shared by his 
players.
“I feel really good, we ended 
really good, didn’t finish past 
fourth place,” said senior April 
Martinez, referring to last fall’s 
golf season. “Our last tournament, 
we got first, so we’ve got some 
momentum going for us.”
Fellow senior Allison Valles 
has set her sights on nationals.
“We have a really good chance 
this semester. … We’ve all 
worked together for awhile now, 
we’re starting to come together as 
a team,” Valles said. “Last year, 
we played really well. I think it 
was one of our best years, I think 
we’ll have a really good year.
“It’s my last year, I really want 
to make it to nationals this year, 
and that’s what’s we’re working 
for right now. It’s our last chance 
to do it, and I think we can really 
get it done.”
Martinez, who, like Valles, has 
been to the national stage before, 
hopes she leaves behind a “good 
work ethic” for the team and said 
her fondest memories with the 
team are too numerous to count.
Lucio pointed out the team’s 
greatest strengths.
“I have 14 young people … that 
are committed to playing college 
golf at a high level, and I don’t 
know one that isn’t,” he said. 
“And that’s our biggest strength, 
I think, that we’re excited. 
We’ve got to keep that kind of 
atmosphere and that attitude so 
that we can continue to have that 
enthusiasm.” 
Lucio also said the team’s 
confidence is vital for success.
“We think we can play with 
anybody, any other team, 
anywhere.  … Even though 
we’re not ranked as good as 
some other teams, we are ranked 
good enough, I think, to compete 
against some of the best teams 
out there,” he said.
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
UTB/TSC Women’s Golf Team player April Martinez practices Wednesday at the Fort 
Brown Memorial Golf Course.   
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian
 our confidence.” 
Bryan Aughney, playing his 
first two games as a head coach, 
reflected on the games.
“I was super excited about 
the intensity and the focus that 
we came out and showed in the 
first game,” Aughney said. “The 
second game, we kind of came 
out unfocused, and when you 
play good teams, they’re going to 
make you pay for mistakes, and if 
you don’t come out ready to play 
right from the get-go, things like 
that are going to happen.”
The Scorpions’ optimism 
was not enough, however, as 
they went on to lose the second 
doubleheader 3-0 and 12-2.
Baseball
Continued from previous page
rebekah S. gomez/CoLLegian 
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
Dave Purser
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Clasificación: Estudiante de 
segundo año
Pasatiempos: “Me gusta leer, jugar 
fútbol y pintar”.
Actividades extracurriculares: 
“Estoy en el Club de Estudiantes 
Internacionales y [participé] en la 
Pastorela 2008”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Ser una 
buena maestra”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande? 
“Venirme a Estados Unidos a 
estudiar, y el inglés”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la 
universidad, qué harías? “Poner 
más estacionamiento y bajar la 
colegiatura”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? 
“Me gustan los clubs, me gusta estar 
con mis amigos, y los maestros 
también son agradables”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? 
“Que no desperdicien el tiempo, 
que hagan lo mejor que puedan y 
den lo mejor”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar antes 
de un examen? “Siempre tomar 
notas y asistir a clases”.
Anécdota: “Una vez [durante] el 
cambio de horario según yo venía 
bien temprano. Llegué y dije ‘es 
muy temprano’. Tenía clase de 
tenis con [el profesor Jack] Loff y 
me fui a las computadoras. Cuando 
me acordé [fue porque] me dijeron 
‘¿y tu clase de tenis?’  Llegué cinco 
minutos antes de que acabara la 
clase y [el profesor] me puso a 
recoger pelotas. A todas mis otras 
clases también llegué tardísimo 
pero los maestros no me dijeron 
nada”.
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra 
En UTB/TSC están matriculados 
260 estudiantes internacionales y 
algunos de ellos están próximos a 
graduarse. 
Los futuros graduados pueden 
solicitar el permiso de trabajo post-
graduación (Optical Practicum 
Training, o OPT) tres meses previos 
al término del programa de estudios.
El permiso OPT es para los estudiantes 
con visas F-1, F-3 y M-1, y permite al estudiante 
trabajar dentro de su campo de estudio 
durante 12 meses en los Estados Unidos. 
Los estudiantes con licenciatura en ciencias, 
tecnología, ingeniería o matemáticas que estén 
empleados por una compañía que este dentro 
del programa  E-Verify pueden extender el 
periodo del OPT de 12 a 29 meses.
“Es un beneficio que cada estudiante 
internacional tiene”, dijo Aragelia Salazar-
Figueroa, asesora de estudiantes internacionales 
del departamento de Servicios para Estudiantes 
Internacionales y Multiculturales.
Para ser elegibles, los estudiantes deberán 
de estar “en estatus”.
 “Cumplir con todos los reglamentos, 
no haber llevado menos de 12 
créditos durante un año, no 
haber roto ninguna regla 
de inmigración... ya que te 
negarían el OPT”, comentó 
Salazar-Figueroa.
El permiso se puede tramitar 
desde 90 días antes del término 
del programa de estudios hasta 60 
después.
“No les recomiendo que se esperen 
60 días, [recomiendo] que lo hagan previo a 
graduarse porque así tienen más tiempo de 
buscar trabajo”, platicó.
Luego de entregar los papeles 
correspondientes, estos se mandan a las 
oficinas centrales del Servicio de Ciudadanía e 
Inmigración de los Estados Unidos (USCIS).
“Esperan a que llegue su tarjeta que autoriza 
que pueden trabajar (Employment Authorization 
Document, o EAD)”, dijo Salazar-Figueroa. 
El trámite tarda aproximadamente de 30 a 40 
días, aunque pudiera tardar hasta 90 días.
Durante este periodo “no puedes viajar al 
exterior. ... Tienes que esperar a que te llegue 
la tarjeta EAD para poder salir del país”, 
comentó Salazar-Figueroa. 
Si el estudiante ya tiene un trabajo, éste 
deberá presentar un contrato de trabajo con sus 
documentos migratorios para poder ingresar a 
los Estados Unidos.
A partir del término del programa de estudios 
de cada estudiante, se escoge una fecha y se 
tienen tres meses como máximo para que la 
tarjeta empiece a correr.
“Si tu no consigues trabajo en tres meses, 
ese permiso se te cancela”, mencionó. “Ya no 
es como antes que tenías los 12 meses para 
buscar trabajo y usar tu tarjeta”.
El costo de la solicitud es $340 y los 
paquetes de la solicitud están disponibles en 
el departamento de Servicios para Estudiantes 
Internacionales y Multiculturales, en el antiguo 
edificio de educación.
Otras de las oportunidades de trabajo para 
estudiantes internacionales son el trabajo 
de tiempo parcial en el campus y prácticas 
de entrenamiento autorizadas por el asesor 
académico.
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
Se celebra Año Nuevo Chino
Steven Hill, estudiante de segundo año, toma un rollito chino durante la celebración del Año Nuevo Chino el 26 de enero en el área de los de los quioscos de la universidad 
(Gazebos). El departamento de Servicios para Estudiantes Internacionales y Multiculturales organizó el evento y repartió galletas de la fortuna, rollitos chinos y volantes que 
explicaban la tradición de esta importante celebración en China.
Rebekah S. Gómez/ColleGian
miChael Peña/ColleGian
Se explica proceso de empleo
Para estudiantes internacionales
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